
GLENCAIRN
M U S E U M

1001 Cathedral Road, Bryn Athyn, PA • 267.502.2600
www.glencairnmuseum.org

Christmas has been celebrated at Glencairn since 
Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn moved into their 
new home in 1939. Today Glencairn Museum con-

tinues this tradition with special exhibitions, a “Christmas 
in the Castle” tour, a Christmas concert and other seasonal 
activities. The Museum’s permanent collection features 
outstanding examples of Nativity art, including paintings,  
illuminated manuscripts, sculptures and stained glass  
windows, many dating to the medieval period.

Christmas 
at Glencairn
November 25, 2016—January 8, 2017



www 

World Nativities
exhibition
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25–SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
DAILY 12:00 TO 4:30 PM 
Closed December 12-13, 24-25

Glencairn Museum’s World Nativities exhibition presents 
dozens of three-dimensional Nativity scenes collected from 
around the world. For many Christians the Nativity scene is  
a meaningful expression of religious faith, providing a  
compelling visual focus during the Christmas season.  
World Nativities shows how artisans adapt the Nativity scene 
to represent their own spiritual, intellectual, cultural and 
regional environments. Each year the exhibition features  
Nativities borrowed from other museums and from  
Glencairn’s growing collection. 

Glencairn’s own Nativity tradition dates to the 1920s, when 
Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn commissioned a three-part  
Nativity for their home made by craftsmen from the Bryn Athyn  
Studios. These scenes have been displayed in Glencairn’s  
Upper Hall every Christmas since 1939. The Pitcairns also 
commissioned a large-scale oil painting of the Nativity to  
hang above the Upper Hall fireplace, adapted from The  
Christ Child, a children’s book by Maud and Miska Petersham.
SUGGESTED DONATION $5 PER PERSON 
INCLUDES BOTH EXHIBITIONS

Christmas at Glencairn

The Jimenez family of Masaya, Nicaragua, carves Nativity figures from cedar wood, which are 
then brightly painted by local artists. The father, mother and children are all involved in the 
process. In addition to the Holy Family, this Nativity includes the wise men and a heavenly host 
of twenty angels.
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Christmas in Pennsylvania
exhibition
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25– 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
DAILY 12:00 TO 4:30 PM 
Closed December 12-13, 24-25

How was Christmas  
celebrated in southeastern 
Pennsylvania during the 
nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries? What traditions 
were observed in the city 
of Philadelphia, and in 
rural Pennsylvania Dutch 
communities? This holiday 
exhibition features vintage 
objects and images from the 
National Christmas Center 
and Museum (Lancaster 
County) and the Penn-
sylvania German Cultural 
Heritage Center at Kutztown 
University (Berks County).
SUGGESTED DONATION  
$5 PER PERSON  
INCLUDES BOTH EXHIBITIONS

Christmas in the Castle
tour
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25–SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
WEEKDAYS AT 1:30 AND 2:30 PM 
WEEKENDS AT 1:00, 1:30 AND 2:30 PM 
Not available December 12-13, 24-25

This 45-minute guided tour reveals how Christmas was  
celebrated at Glencairn when it was the private home of  
the Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn family (1940s to 1970s).  
Visitors will also explore works of art in the Glencairn  
collection depicting the Nativity of Jesus Christ, dating  
from the Middle Ages to the 20th century. Stops include  
the Great Hall, Upper Hall, Tower, Chapel, Master Bedroom 
and Medieval Treasury. At the conclusion of the tour visitors  
may explore the Museum’s World Nativities and Christmas  
in Pennsylvania exhibitions at their own pace.
$12 ADULTS | $10 SENIORS/STUDENTS | BASIC MEMBERS HALF PRICE 
GOLD AND PATRON MEMBERS AND CHILDREN 3 AND UNDER FREE 
ENTRANCE TO BOTH EXHIBITIONS INCLUDED

Reservations are strongly recommended for this popular tour.  
Call 267.502.2990 or email tours@glencairnmuseum.org  
in advance to reserve your place.

Belsnickel (sometimes translated “St. Nicholas  
dressed in fur”) was a Christmas gift-giver in  
early Pennsylvania Dutch communities, making  
the rounds from farmhouse to farmhouse. 
Belsnickel brought treats or presents for  
obedient children, but was ready with a rod  
or switch to punish naughty ones.
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G is for Grace
workshop
SATURDAYS, DECEMBER 3, 10, 17 
12:00 TO 4:00 PM

Artist and iconographer Susan Kelly vonMedicus will  
teach participants the Gothic alphabet and will guide the  
illumination of a page using Gothic Script. Decorations  
will be made in the manner of the scriptorium of the Middle 
Ages, using mineral pigments and 23-karat gold leaf.  
A tour of the Museum’s sacred art collection and Christmas 
exhibitions will be included. No experience necessary.
$195 PER PERSON | ALL MATERIALS PROVIDED

Registration is required. Contact the instructor at  
eikon68@aol.com for more information and to register.

Homeschool Days
family activity
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 AND 8 
9:30 AM TO 12:30 PM

Come enjoy exclusive access to this season’s exhibitions, 
World Nativities and Christmas in Pennsylvania. Participate 
in exhibition-based quests and win a prize, learn more about 
the art and history of the crèche through a special documen-
tary viewing, engage in festive hands-on activities, and more!
$5 PER PERSON | CHILDREN 3 AND UNDER FREE

No reservations necessary. Contact Christine McDonald at 
267.502.2995 or email christine.mcdonald@glencairnmuseum.org 
for more information.

Visitors to last year’s Homeschool Days enjoy Glencairn’s Christmas tree, decorated with  
vintage and antique ornaments. Brother Bob Reinke, a Franciscan friar in Hoboken,  
New Jersey, spent half a century collecting the ornaments. The village beneath the tree  
includes an operating 1950s Lionel toy train.



Christmas Sing
concert
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
8:00 PM (Doors open at 7:15)

Join us as the Museum continues a Raymond and Mildred 
Pitcairn family tradition and hosts the “Glencairn Sing.” The 
program will feature the “Glencairn Horns,” composed of 
current and former members of the Philadelphia Orchestra. 
This ensemble will play Christmas melodies and chorales that 
were collected and arranged in the 1920s by Anton Horner, 
former principal horn with the Philadelphia Orchestra. Other 
performers, readings from the Christmas story and audience 
caroling will be interspersed throughout the program.
$10 PER PERSON | FREE FOR MEMBERS

Gold and Patron Members: Call 267.502.2970  
or email peter.childs@glencairnmuseum.org  
to reserve your seats by Monday, December 12. 

Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn in Glencairn’s Upper Hall, posing for their 1954 Christmas card. 
Behind them is a Nativity painting adapted from Maud and Miska Petersham’s children’s book, 
The Christ Child. Thanks to generous donors, a full-sized reinterpretation of the painting made 
this year by a Bryn Athyn artist will hang above the fireplace this holiday season.



Schedule is subject to change. Additional information can be found  
at glencairnmuseum.org or 267.502.2600.

Become a Museum Member! Call 267.502.2990,  
or visit our website for level and benefit information. 

Please no strollers past the first floor.  
No backpack-style baby carriers.

This Santa, sleigh and reindeer, probably dating to the 1920s, was discovered in a basement 
storage room in 2016. Old photographs show the decoration being used as the centerpiece 
for the Pitcairns’ Christmas dinner table. The head of the reindeer comes off to reveal a silver-
colored cardboard compartment for holding candy. This well-known class of German candy 
containers is prized by collectors.
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