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Christmas has been celebrated at Glencairn since 
Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn moved into their 
new home in 1939. Today Glencairn Museum con-

tinues this tradition with special exhibitions, a “Christmas 
in the Castle” tour, a Christmas concert and other seasonal 
activities. The Museum’s permanent collection features 
outstanding examples of Nativity art, including paintings,  
illuminated manuscripts, sculptures and stained glass  
windows, many dating to the medieval period.

Christmas 
at Glencairn
November 27, 2015—January 10, 2016
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World Nativities
exhibition
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27–SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
DAILY 12:00 TO 4:30 PM 
Closed December 14-15, 24-25

Glencairn Museum’s World Nativities exhibition presents 
dozens of three-dimensional Nativity scenes, collected from 
around the world. For many Christians the Nativity scene  
is a meaningful expression of religious faith, providing a  
compelling visual focus during the Christmas season.  
World Nativities reveals how artisans have adapted the  
Nativity scene to represent their own national, regional  
and local cultures. Nativities are often crafted from whatever 
materials are locally available, such as clay, grass, cornhusks, 
bark, gourds and even coconuts.
Glencairn’s own Nativity tradition dates to the 1920s, when 
Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn commissioned a large three-
part Nativity for their home by craftsmen from the Bryn Athyn  
Studios. The Pitcairn Nativity has been displayed annually  
in Glencairn’s Upper Hall since the building was completed in 
1939. In the 1950s the Pitcairns commissioned a similar Nativity  
for the Eisenhower family, which was placed beside the 
Christmas tree in the East Room of the White House.
SUGGESTED DONATION $5 PER PERSON 
INCLUDES BOTH EXHIBITIONS

Christmas at Glencairn

Each year Glencairn’s World Nativities exhibition borrows crèches from the collections of  
other organizations. In 2013 this Nativity, made in a French monastery by members of the  
Sisters of Bethlehem, was loaned by Mepkin Abbey in South Carolina. This year Glencairn’s  
exhibition features several Nativities from the National Christmas Center and Museum.
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Christmas Traditions in Many Lands
exhibition
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27–SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
DAILY 12:00 TO 4:30 PM 
Closed December 14-15, 24-25

This exhibition reveals how 
Christmas was celebrated in 
a variety of countries during 
the nineteenth and twentieth  
centuries. Objects and 
images from the collection 
of the National Christmas 
Center and Museum in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
illustrate Christmas customs 
in many European countries 
including France, Germany, 
the Netherlands and  
Russia, as well as in  
eastern Pennsylvania.
SUGGESTED DONATION  
$5 PER PERSON  
INCLUDES BOTH EXHIBITIONS

Christmas in the Castle
tour
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27–SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
WEEKDAYS AT 1:30 AND 2:30 PM 
WEEKENDS AT 1:00, 1:30 AND 2:30 PM 
Not available December 14-15, 24-25

How do you celebrate Christmas in a 20th-century castle? 
This 45-minute guided tour reveals how Christmas was  
celebrated at Glencairn when it was the private home of  
the Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn family (1940s to 1970s).  
Visitors will also explore works of art in the Glencairn  
collection depicting the Nativity of Jesus Christ, dating  
from the Middle Ages to the 20th century. Stops include  
the Great Hall, Upper Hall, Tower, Chapel, Master Bedroom 
and Medieval Treasury. At the conclusion of the tour visitors 
may explore the Museum’s World Nativities and Christmas 
Traditions in Many Lands exhibitions at their own pace.

$12 ADULTS | $10 SENIORS/STUDENTS | BASIC MEMBERS HALF PRICE 
GOLD MEMBERS AND CHILDREN 3 AND UNDER FREE 
ENTRANCE TO BOTH CHRISTMAS EXHIBITIONS INCLUDED

Reservations strongly recommended.  
Call 267.502.2990 to reserve your place.

Père Noël is the French equivalent of the 
American Santa Claus. He wears a long, 
hooded robe edged with white fur, and carries 
presents in a basket like those used by grape 
harvesters. This papier-mâché figure of Père 
Noël served as a candy container.
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Advent Art
workshop
SATURDAYS DECEMBER 5, 12, 19 
12:00 TO 4:00 PM

Students will learn calligraphy of the Irish insular uncial script 
and make four pages based on the Cathach of St. Columba. 
This psalter from the Golden Age of Irish manuscript illumi-
nation is the oldest surviving manuscript in Ireland and the 
second oldest Latin psalter in the world, dated before 561 
AD. Each page will use one of the decorated initials and 
diminuendo format of this manuscript and include the text 
of a psalm prophesy of the Nativity. Class will include lecture 
and practice. No previous artistic experience is necessary. 
Students should be prepared to spend some hours between 
classes practicing the script.
$150 | PLUS $27 FOR MATERIALS | LIMITED TO 8 PARTICIPANTS

Reservations required, directly to the instructor.  
Contact Susan Kelly vonMedicus at eikon68@aol.com.

Homeschool Days
family activity
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 AND 10 
9:30 AM TO 12:30 PM

Enjoy family fun at the Museum’s annual Christmas  
Homeschool Days. Activities include the World Nativities  
exhibition and Seek and Find Quest, a guided Christmas 
Tour, a Christmas Art Quest, and a view from the Tower.
$3 | CHILDREN 3 AND UNDER FREE

Reservations required for guided tours. Call 267.502.2993 or email  
christine.mcdonald@glencairnmuseum.org to reserve your place.



Christmas Sing
concert
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
8:00 PM (Doors open at 7:15)

Join us as the Museum continues a Raymond and Mildred 
Pitcairn family tradition and hosts the “Glencairn Sing.”  
The program will feature the “Glencairn Horns,” composed  
of current and former members of the Philadelphia Orchestra.  
This ensemble will play Christmas melodies and chorales that 
were collected and arranged in the 1920s by Anton Horner, 
former principal horn with the Philadelphia Orchestra. Other 
performers, readings from the Christmas story and audience 
caroling will be interspersed throughout the program.
$10 | FREE FOR MEMBERS  
NO ADVANCE TICKET SALES 

Reserved seating for Gold members only. Reservations required by 
Monday, December 14. Gold members please call 267.502.2970 or 
email peter.childs@glencairnmuseum.org to reserve your seats.

Schedule is subject to change. Current information can be found  
at glencairnmuseum.org or 267.502.2600.

At the 1951 Christmas Sing Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn received a silver bowl as a Christmas  
gift from the Bryn Athyn congregation, thanking them for their many contributions to the  
community. Symbols on the bowl include representations of their support of the Bryn Athyn 
church and school, hospitality, patronage of music and dedication to home and family.
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Please no strollers past the first floor.  
No backpack-style baby carriers.

Become a Museum Member! Call 267.502.2970,  
email peter.childs@glencairnmuseum.org or visit our website  

for level and benefit information.

In the 1920s a three-part Nativity scene was made by artist Winfred S. Hyatt for Cairnwood, 
the Pitcairns’ first home in Bryn Athyn. This Nativity was always considered the most important 
element in the family’s elaborate Christmas decorations. In 1939 the Nativity moved with the 
family to Glencairn, where it can now be enjoyed by the public each Christmas season.


