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Christmas has been celebrated at Glencairn since 
Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn moved into their 
new home in 1939. Today Glencairn Museum con-

tinues this tradition with special exhibitions, a “Christmas 
in the Castle” tour, a Christmas concert and other seasonal 
activities. The Museum’s permanent collection features 
outstanding examples of Nativity art, including paintings,  
illuminated manuscripts, sculptures and stained glass  
windows, many dating to the medieval period.

Christmas 
at Glencairn
November 24, 2017—January 7, 2018



www 

World Nativities
exhibition
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24–SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 
DAILY 12:00 TO 4:30 PM 
Closed December 11-12, 24-25

Glencairn Museum’s World Nativities exhibition presents 
dozens of three-dimensional Nativity scenes collected from 
around the world. For many Christians the Nativity scene is a 
meaningful expression of religious faith, providing a compel-
ling visual focus during the Christmas season. World Nativities  
shows how artisans adapt the Nativity scene to represent 
their own spiritual, intellectual, cultural and regional environ-
ments. This year the exhibition features Nativities from the 
Knights of Columbus Museum in New Haven, Connecticut, 
and examples from Glencairn’s own growing collection.
SUGGESTED DONATION $5 PER PERSON; INCLUDES BOTH EXHIBITIONS

Christmas at Glencairn

The figures in this magnificent Presepio, or Nativity scene, date to the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. They were collected over a period of more than thirty years by the late 
Elizabeth Anne Evans of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, during her annual trips to Naples, Italy. 
The Presepio is on loan from the Samuel S. Fleisher Art Memorial in South Philadelphia.
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Do You See What I See? 
Imagery in Nativity Scenes
exhibition
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24–SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 
DAILY 12:00 TO 4:30 PM 
Closed December 11-12, 24-25

Why is Joseph often shown holding a candle or lantern?  
Why are there usually three wise men, when the Bible  
specifies no exact number? Artists who depict the Christmas 
story rely on theological and artistic tradition, as well as their 
own imaginations. This exhibition explores the origins of the 
various elements that make up a Nativity scene.
SUGGESTED DONATION $5 PER PERSON; INCLUDES BOTH EXHIBITIONS

Christmas in the Castle
tour
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24–SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 
WEEKDAYS AT 1:30 AND 2:30 PM 
WEEKENDS AT 1:00, 1:30 AND 2:30 PM 
Not available December 11-12, 24-25

How do you celebrate Christmas in a 20th-century castle? 
This 45-minute guided tour reveals how Christmas was 
celebrated at Glencairn when it was the private home of the 
Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn family (1940s to 1970s). Visitors  
will also explore works of art in the Glencairn collection  
depicting the Nativity of Jesus Christ, dating from the Middle  
Ages to the 20th century. Stops include the Great Hall, Upper 
Hall, Tower, Chapel, Master Bedroom, and Medieval Treasury. 
At the conclusion of the tour visitors may explore the  
Museum’s World Nativities and Do You See What I See?  
Imagery in Nativity Scenes exhibitions at their own pace.
$12 ADULTS | $10 SENIORS/STUDENTS | BASIC MEMBERS HALF PRICE 
GOLD AND PATRON MEMBERS AND CHILDREN 3 AND UNDER FREE 
ENTRANCE TO BOTH EXHIBITIONS INCLUDED

Reservations are strongly recommended for this popular tour.  
Call 267.502.2990 or email tours@glencairnmuseum.org  
in advance for reservations.

Do You See What I See? Imagery in Nativity Scenes features representations of the Nativity  
in a variety of contexts and media, including Christmas decorations, magazine illustrations, 
figurines, and other artwork from the collections of Glencairn Museum and the National 
Christmas Center in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
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Scandinavian  
Christmas Tree  
Ornaments
workshop
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 
10:00 AM TO 1:00 PM

Make traditional Scandina-
vian Christmas ornaments 
you can take home to decorate your tree. Participants will 
learn about Swedish straw ornaments, and weave hearts 
and harvest knots. Younger participants can make paper 
woven-heart baskets, a 19th-century Danish tradition that has 
now spread to other countries. A guided “Christmas in the 
Castle” tour is included as part of the workshop, as well as 
exclusive access to the Museum’s World Nativities and Do 
You See What I See? Imagery in Nativity Scenes exhibitions 
and Nativity Quest.
$20 ADULTS | $12 SENIORS/STUDENTS. FOR AGES 12 AND UP. SPACE IS  
LIMITED. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED BY 5:00 PM MONDAY, DECEMBER 4. 

Call 267.502.2990 or email info@glencairnmuseum.org  
to register.

Homeschool Day Open House
activity
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
9:30 AM TO 12:30 PM

Share time with other homeschool families while enjoying  
exclusive access to Glencairn's Christmas exhibitions, and 
hunt for answers to our popular Nativity Quest and win  
a prize. Explore areas of the Museum that feature the  
Christmas story in art, and talk with our guides about the 
history and meaning of these 
scenes. Get creative with a 
Christmas project you can 
take home.
$5 PER PERSON 
CHILDREN 3 AND UNDER FREE

No reservations necessary.  
Contact Christine McDonald  
at 267.502.2995 or email  
christine.mcdonald 
@glencairnmuseum.org  
for more information.

Visitors to last year’s Homeschool Day  
enjoy Glencairn’s Christmas tree, decorated  
with vintage and antique ornaments. Brother 
Bob Reinke, a Franciscan friar in Hoboken, 
New Jersey, spent half a century collecting 
the ornaments. The village beneath the tree 
includes an operating 1950s Lionel toy train.



Christmas Sing
concert
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
8:00 PM (Doors open at 7:15)

Take part in a tradition as rich as it was eight decades ago, 
when Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn first welcomed family,  
friends and the local community into their home for the 
“Glencairn Sing.” This year's program will once again  
feature the “Glencairn Horns” (including current and former 
members of the Philadelphia Orchestra, and newcomer  
Steven Franklin, currently enrolled at the Curtis Institute  
of Music, on trumpet) interspersed with other ensemble 
performances, soloists, audience caroling, and readings  
from the Christmas story.
$10 PER PERSON | FREE FOR MEMBERS

Reserved seating for Gold and Patron members only.  
Call 267.502.2990 or email info@glencairnmuseum.org  
by 5:00 pm on Monday, December 11 to reserve your seats. 

Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn in Glencairn’s Upper Hall, posing for their 1954 Christmas card. 
Behind them is a Nativity painting adapted from Maud and Miska Petersham’s children’s book, 
The Christ Child. A full-sized reinterpretation of the painting made by Bryn Athyn artist Edwin 
Herder will hang above the fireplace this holiday season.



Schedule is subject to change. Additional information can be  
found at glencairnmuseum.org or 267.502.2600.

Become a Museum Member! Call 267.502.2970,  
email peter.childs@glencairnmuseum.org or visit  

glencairnmuseum.org for level and benefit information.

No strollers past the front entrance.  
No backpack-style baby carriers.

Each year at Glencairn during the holiday season, large ride-on toy animals, made by the  
famous Steiff toy company, were parked beneath the Christmas tree for the enjoyment of the 
Pitcairn children, grandchildren and visitors. The original ride-on donkey, recently restored 
at the Steiff factory in Germany, is included in our “Christmas in the Castle” tour for the first 
time this year.


